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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 6590 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM PINT JS 

SUB J : PRESS ALLEGATIONS OF INTENSE ROKG PRESSURE ON IMPRISONED 
DISSIDENTS 

REF: SEOUL 6539 

1 . EMBOFF CHECKED AGAIN WITH KNCC ON ALLEGATIONS NEW YORK 
TIMES ARTICLE AUGUST 3 THAT ROKG APPLYING INTENSE PSYCHO- 
LOGICAL AND PHYSICAL PRESSURE TO IMPRISONED DISSIDENTS TO 
GET THEM TO SIGN STATEMENTS OF REPENTANCE. KNCC HAD NO 
INFORMATION TO INDICATE THAT PRESSURE HAD REACHED POINT 
WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED INHUMANE. REV. KIM SAID KNCC 
HAD RECEIVED REPORT FROM KWANGJU THAT ONE PRISONER WAS 
PLACED IN A DARKENED CELL FOR A SHORT TIME UPON REFUSING 
TO SIGN. REV. KIM DID NOT BELIEVE THIS REPRESENTATED ROKG 
POLICY OR THAT INCIDENT ITSELF WAS OF GRAVE SIGNIFICANCE. 

2. COMMENT: IT WOULD SEEM SELF-DEFEATING POLICY TO 
FORCE PRISONERS OUT OF JAIL BY PHYSICAL OR PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ABUSE. PRISONERS RELEASED UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES COULD 
HARDLY BE EXPECTED TO ADD LUSTER TO ROKG IMAGE, WHICH 
CLEARLY IS OBJECTIVE OF RELEASE PROGRAM. 
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